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What can a field recording tell us about architecture?

When we think about architecture we think of how a building looks, it is dominated by the tyranny of the visual. How a place looks 
is only a small part of being there. The sound of a place, although perceived secondarily, is fundamental to our experience of it.  

‘Intermission’ was an international ‘open call’ inviting artists to collaborate in the construction of an audio map by making a 
‘portrait’ of their locality - mapping the air space between A & B. Over 105 people responded to this call from many countries. Their 
responses create a map, but also take us on a journey.  The map is a sonic register indexically linked to specific places, whilst 
the journey emerges through the individual works and the inevitable connections and narratives between them. As the programme 
unfolds it will create the sensation of listening to a map whilst simultaneously hearing the unfolding of intimate and ephemeral 
moments.

In these coherent drifts through sonic worlds there is a sense of making sense of place and an aesthetic pleasure in the recording 
of a cycle ride through a city whilst whistling ‘The Girl From Ipanema’ or birdsong next to a motorway.

This is the first way that this map of field recordings can tell us about architecture & place, because they record places as lived 
environments rather than images. They describe inhabited townscapes, places where people get off a bus, go into a shop, talk 
in a cafe, bump into a friend, take children to school or attend a public event. All of these activities make up the fabric of life, but 
they are not ‘about’ architecture, architecture happens around these events. It is a backdrop. Being able to listen reminds us that 
another kind of place exits. It is a place of rhythm, pathways, habits, memories, connections, conversations and experiences. This 
city happens around architecture and not because of it. Through these recordings we can hear these invisible landscapes. Where 
does laughter, conversation, live music, happen, and where is it absent? What are the centers? Where is the beauty?

This audio map is the playing out of sounds, ideas, field recordings, footage and imaginings from geography to create a new 
topography- a new map. A map that connects sounds to place and then forges connections between places. It connects people 
and ideas. Situations that seemed singular have become multiple. We listened to every audio file that we had been sent. This 
experience was incredible and rich and so many artists have collaborated with us the job of organising the broadcast became one 
of drawing pieces into conversation. Five main ‘programmes’ have emerged and these will be played out over the course of the 
weekend.

The dance between the ‘Global’- i.e global capitalism and the ‘local’ characterised by words like community, history, tradition and 
personal narrative is very present in many of the works and the same conversation is repeated from places as disparate as Cairo, 
Greece, Ireland, Mexico and Bogota and that is one of ‘Development’, an innocuous word that at once suggests moving forward or 
improvement but has come to mean the corporate colonization of place, with uncertain benefits to the local. Through these works 
there is a feeling of reporting back or giving voice to events, traditions or cultures that are at the acute point of ‘the global’. 

This interplay is particularly explored through the sections of the programme called  ‘Territories’ where you will hear sound 
pieces that explore, and to an extent, celebrate the human but which also articulate a growing sense of resistance. Similarly 
in ‘Convergence’ where many of the pieces record the intermeshing of organic sound and human made sound. Our voices lie 
somewhere between birdsong and traffic drone.

The section of the programme called ‘Psychogeographies’ explores the manifestation of time through place, interrogating sonic 
landscapes to reveal secret histories through anecdote, folklore and personal narrative. Through these works a deeper connection 
to the ‘meaning’ of a place begins to emerge as micro histories become present.

Many of the artists have responded conceptually to the call either by questioning the nature of field recording itself whilst other 
works respond to the idea of the journey. These can be listened to in the section of the programme called ‘Reflexivity’. Whereas 
‘Disorienteering’ will broadcast pieces where field recordings are taken as a starting point, distorted, manipulated or abstracted so 
that we might be transported into a more liminal space.

This map of our ‘sonic habitat’ is multifaceted. Each piece is in and of itself an artwork and should be considered as such. As a 
programme our patchwork of recorded moments describes an invisible architecture that is deafeningly present. This capturing 
represent a resistence. Together they draw a map that connects voices and makes links between people and places. As the local 
is being made in the image of the global- (undemocratically elected coportations remodelling townscapes in their own image) this 
connecting of voices is empowering and vital.
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